
TUESDAY, 5 DECEMBER 1944 
 
AMERICAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS  
 
ALASKA (Eleventh Air Force): 6 B-24s off for a strike on Kakumabetsu in 
the Kurile Islands abort due to weather and B-25s cancel a shipping sweep. 
 
CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER 
 
CHINA THEATER (Fourteenth Air Force): 7 B-24s on sweeps over the Gulf of 
Tonkin, the S China Sea, and Formosa Strait bomb Ft Bayard, China and Kowloon 
Docks in Hong Kong and damage a freighter. 6 B-25s pound targets of 
opportunity from Liuchow to Liuchenghsien, China; 61 P-40s, P-51s, and P-38s 
on armed reconnaissance hit river, road, and rail traffic and other targets 
of opportunity at scattered points mainly in S China. 
 
INDIA-BURMA THEATER (Tenth Air Force): In Burma, 31 fighter-bombers support 
ground forces in the Bhamo area; 25 fighter-bombers hit Hay-ti, Meza, and 3 
other road bridges; 20+ fighter-bombers attack town areas, troop 
concentrations and storage facilities in or near Kawngwai, Kunmong, 
Settawagon, and Thitpoklwin; 8 attack targets of opportunity along the 
Shwebo-Wuntho rail line; transports complete 285 sorties carrying troops to 
forward bases and dropping supplies to frontline forces; 10 B-25s bomb a 
communications center, supplies, and personnel concentration at Mogok; on 
this date Tenth AF aircraft begin Operation GRUBWORM, flying the Chinese 14th 
and 22d Divisions from Burma to China in preparation for the Yunnan campaign 
to counter a probable Japanese drive toward Kunming, China; the 9th 
Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron, 8th Photographic Reconnaissance Group, 
moves from Barrackpore, India to Myitkyina with B-25s and F-5s (a detachment 
is operating from Chittagong, India); the 317th Troop Carrier Squadron 
(Commando), 2d Air Commando Group, moves from Bikram, India to Myitkyina with 
C-47s. 
 
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO) 
 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 3 missions are flown. 
Mission 738: 589 bombers and 884 fighters are dispatched to make attacks on 
Germany; an estimated 275-300 Luftwaffe fighters attack and AAF fighters 
claim 90-7-30 aircraft; 12 bombers and 17 fighters are lost: 
1. 451 B-17s are dispatched to make PFF attacks on munitions and tank 
plants at Berlin (404); targets of opportunity are Nienburg (2) and other 
(23); 12 B-17s are lost and 169 damaged; 1 airman is KIA, 8 WIA and 115 MIA. 
Escorting are 630 of 711 P-51s; they claim 90-7-23 aircraft in the air and 
0-0-2 on the ground; 15 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond 
repair. 
2. 114 of 129 B-24s hit the marshalling yard at Munster; 10 B-24s are 



damaged. Escorting are 141 P-47s and P-51s; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 
1 P-47 damaged beyond repair. 
3. 6 of 6 B-24s fly a screening mission. 
4. 23 of 25 P-51s fly a scouting mission. 
Mission 739 is an APHRODITE mission with 2 B-17 Castor drones, 3 B-17 
control and observation aircraft, a P-38 observation aircraft and 17 of 17 
P-51s as escort; the P-51s claim 1-0-0 aircraft. 
Mission 740: 11 of the 4 B-17s and 8 B-24s dispatched drop leaflets in the 
Netherlands, France and Germany. 
 
TACTICAL OPERATIONS (Ninth Air Force): In Germany, 172 A-20s, A-26s, and 
B-26s attack a marshalling yard, road junction, fuel storage dump, defended 
positions, and rail bridge at 8 locations; fighters escort 9th Bombardment 
Division aircraft, fly numerous armed reconnaissance missions, and provide 
cover for the US 1st, 8th, and 104th Infantry Divisions in the Luchem, 
Bergstein, and Lucherberg areas. 
 
MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO) 
 
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Fifteenth Air Force): Bad weather again cancels heavy 
bomber operations. P-38s, escorted by P-51s, fly photo and weather 
reconnaissance missions. 
 
TACTICAL OPERATIONS (Twelfth Air Force): In Italy, bad weather severely 
restricts operations; medium bomber missions are cancelled except for a 
weather reconnaissance flight; fighters and fighter-bombers hit a few rail 
lines and other communications targets in the E Po River Valley but devote a 
major effort to closely support the US Fifth Army in the battle area S of 
Bologna; HQ 79th Fighter Group and the 85th and 86th Fighter Squadrons move 
from Iesi to Fano with P-47s. 
 
PACIFIC OCEAN AREA (POA) 
 
AAFPOA (Seventh Air Force): P-47s from Saipan Island strafe the runway on 
Pagan Island. 
 
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA [SWPA, Far East Air Force (FEAF)]: On Halmahera 
Island, B-24s strike Hate Tabako, Galela, and Djailolo Airfields while B-25s 
and A-20s lightly raid Miti and Kaoe Airfields. B-25s hit Langoan on Celebes 
Island while B-24s flying in pairs hit targets of opportunity nearby and in N 
Borneo. Fighter-bombers over the C Philippine Islands area hit Japanese 
positions, barges, and communications targets. 


