WEDNESDAY, 27 DECEMBER 1944
CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER

CHINA THEATER (Fourteenth Air Force): In China, 6 B-25s bomb the area W of
Kengtung; 2 B-25s and 8 P-40s hit the Ishan area; 29 P-40s and P-51s attack

the area S of Puchi; 17 P-51s over White Cloud, Whampoa, and Tien Ho

Airfields in Canton, claim 10 airplanes destroyed; 2 P-51s are lost. 40+

P-40s and P-51s hit targets of opportunity at or near Kweiyi, China; Vinh,

Yen, and Mong Khong, French Indochina; and Lungan, Mong Long, and Namtao,
Burma.

INDIA-BURMA THEATER (Tenth Air Force): In Burma, 8 B-25s attack bridges at
Kin and Kyaukhlebein, damaging the former; 28 P-47s hit troop and supply

areas at Se-hai, Man Hkam, Mong Yok, and Mong Nge. 285 transport sorties are
flown to forward areas. 4 B-25s continue offensive reconnaissance against
communications lines during the night of 27/28 Dec. The 9th Combat Cargo
Squadron, 3d Combat Cargo Group, moves from Moran, India to Warazup, Burma
with C-47s.

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 2 missions are flown.
Mission 764: Freezing fog at bases in the UK restrict operations but 641
bombers and 390 fighters are dispatched against rail targets in W Germany in
support of the battlefront in the Bulge; they claim 29.5-1-9 Luftwaffe
aircraft; 2 bombers and 5 fighters are lost:

1. 227 B-17s are sent to hit marshalling yards at Fulda (118) and Andernach
(63) and the rail bridge at Neuwied (7); 13 others hit a target of

opportunity; 1 B-17 is damaged beyond repair and 45 damaged; 9 airmen are
KIA. The escort is 44 of 46 P-51s; 1 P-51 is lost (pilot MIA).

2. 182 B-24s are dispatched to hit marshalling yards at Neunkirchen (57),
Homburg (46) and Kaiserslautern (33) and the rail bridge at Kaiserslautern
(19); targets of opportunity are the marshalling yard at St Wendel (9) and

the rail junction at Enkenbach (8); 1 B-24 is lost, 5 damaged beyond repair
and 60 damaged; 18 airmen are KIA, 11 WIA and 6 MIA. Escorting are 88 of 96
P-51s; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).

3. 232 B-17s are sent to hit the marshalling yard at Euskirchen (72), the
Gerolstein rail junction (58) and rail bridges at Bullay (34) and Altenahr
(25); targets of opportunity are Hillesheim (12) and Eckfeld (1); 1 B-17 is
lost, 1 damaged beyond repair and 83 damaged; 9 airmen are KIA, 6 WIA and 9
MIA. Escort is provided by 46 of 48 P-51s without loss.

4. 163 P-47s and P-51s fly a fighter sweep and engage about 200 Luftwaffe
fighters; they claim 29.5-1-9 aircraft; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA).

5. 15 of 15 P-51s fly a scouting missions without loss.

Mission 765: A night leaflet mission is flown over Germany.



TACTICAL OPERATIONS (Ninth Air Force): The 9th Bombardment Division attacks
rail bridges, communications centers, and targets of opportunity in Germany

and Belgium; fighters escort the bombers, fly patrols and armed

reconnaissance, and support the US 3d Armored and 82d Airborne Divisions in

the Manhay and Trois-Ponts area of Belgium, and the III, VIII, and XII Corps

in Saint-Hubert-Bastogne-Martelange area of Belgium. Units moving from

Chievres, Belgium: HQ 365th Fighter Group and the 388th Fighter Squadron to

Metz, France with P-47s; HQ 368th Fighter Group and 395th, 396th and 397th

Fighter Squadrons to Juvincourt, France with P-47s.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO)

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Fifteenth Air Force): 520+ B-17s and B-24s bomb the
Vosendorf oil refinery, Linz ordnance depot, marshalling yards at Wiener-

Neustadt, Villach, Klagenfurt, Bruck an der Mur, and Graz, Austria; and

Maribor, Yugoslavia and Feldbach, Austria railroad junction; Brenner rail

line; Venzone viaduct, and Vipiteno and Bressanone railroad bridges in Italy.

44 P-38s bomb bridges at Latisana and Casarsa della Delizia, Italy. 29 P-51s

strafe railroad targets between Vienna and Linz, Austria. Other fighters fly

250+ escort sorties.

TACTICAL OPERATIONS (Twelfth Air Force): In Italy, on the night of 26/27
Dec, A-20s bomb pontoon bridges at Ficarolo, road bridges at Ostiglia and
Castel Maggiore, San Benedetto Po crossing, Turin Airfield, and several Po
Valley roads; medium bombers blast 3 Brenner area routes leading into Austria
and Yugoslavia, and bomb 2 supply dumps in the Bologna area; fighter-bombers
devote their main effort to support the US Fifth Army in the Serchio Valley

area where counterattacks are being successfully halted; other fighter-

bombers hit communications in the Po Valley and escort medium bombers and
C-47s dropping supplies to Italian partisans.

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA (POA)

AAFPOA (Seventh Air Force): 13 Saipan Island-based B-24s hit Iwo Jima
Island while 21 more bomb Chichi Jima Island; 35 B-24s from Guam Island also
pound Iwo Jima while P-38s strafe the island on which 2 B-24s also make
snooper strikes during the night of 27/28 Dec.

HQ AAF (Twentieth Air Force): Mission 16: 72 B-29s from the Mariana Islands
are sent to bomb Tokyo's Nakajima and Musashino aircraft plants; 39 hit the
primary targets and 13 attack alternates and targets of opportunity; enemy
fighters are active, flying 250+ individual attacks on the B-29s; B-29s claim
21-10-7 fighters; 3 B-29s are lost, 1 to fighters and 2 to mechanical

difficulties. B-29s and crews of the 313th Bombardment Wing (Very Heavy),
commanded by Colonel John H Davies, begin to arrive on Tinian Island, joining



the the 73d Bombardment Wing (Very Heavy) as the XXI Bomber Command's second
operational wing.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA [SWPA, Far East Air Force (FEAF)]: B-24s bomb San
Jose and Talisay Airfields on Negros Island and Matina Airfield on Mindanao

Island. Small miscellaneous strikes are carried out over Borneo, Celebes

Islands, and the Lesser Sunda Islands. HQ 345th Bombardment Group (Medium)

and the 498th, 499th, 500th and 501st Bombardment Squadrons (Medium) move

from Dulag to Tacloban, Leyte with B-25s.



