TUESDAY, 26 DECEMBER 1944
CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER

CHINA THEATER (Fourteenth Air Force): 6 B-25s bomb Wan Lai-Kam, Burma and
in China, 5 B-25s hit targets of opportunity in the Formosa Strait, in the

Siang-Chiang Valley, and at Ikiawan and Changsha and 12 P-51s attack the

Tsinan Airfield. 46 P-51s, P-38s, and P-40s hit railroad targets, shipping,

storage and other targets of opportunity at or near Kinkiang, Anking, and

Ka-chun, China; Lampang, Thailand; and the Mong Long Valley, and Man Pong,
Burma.

INDIA-BURMA THEATER (Tenth Air Force): In Burma, 8 B-25s knock out and
damage bridges at Taunggon, Padan, and Kyaukhlebein; 34 P-47s hit troop
concentrations at Panghai, Mongyu, Na-hsang, Man Om, and Hpa-lin; 8 others
hit stores area and a distributing point at Hsenwi, 11 attack supplies at

Pangpao, and 2 bomb rafts, boats, and landing points at the Myitson ferry; 4
B-25s fly offensive night reconnaissance against communications lines; HQ

33d Fighter Group moves from Nagaghuli, India to Sahmaw. 275 transport

sorties are flown to forward areas. In India, HQ 4th Combat Cargo Group and

the 16th Combat Cargo Squadron move from Sylhet to Agartala with C-46s.

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): 2 missions are flown.
Mission 762: Poor weather inhibits operations but 151 bombers and 336
fighters are dispatched to hit rail targets behind the Bulge; they claim

11-0-1 Luftwaffe aircraft; 2 fighters are lost:

1. 74 B-17s are sent to hit the railroad bridge at Neuwied (23) and the
Andernach marshalling yard (9); secondary targets hit are the marshalling
yard at Neuwied (12) and communications center at Sinzig (12); 1 B-17 hits a
target of opportunity, the communication center at Mayen; they claim 0-0-1
aircraft; 30 B-17s are damaged.

2. 77 B-24s are dispatched to hit the marshalling yard at Niederlahnstein

(36) and the rail bridge at Sinzig (35) without loss.

3. The bombers are escorted by 249 P-47s and P-51s; they claim 11-0-0
aircraft without loss.

4. 70 of 73 P-51s make a sweep in the Bonn area to support the bombers;
they claim 3-0-0 aircraft; 2 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond
repair.

5.2 of 2 P-51s fly a scouting mission without loss.

Mission 763: 3 B-17s and 6 B-24s drop leaflets in the Netherlands and
Germany during the night.

TACTICAL OPERATIONS (Ninth Air Force): The 9th Bombardment Division attacks
road junctions, rail bridges, rail head, communications and casual targets in



the breakthrough area as the enemy's westward drive ends short of the Maas
River; fighters fly escort, armed reconnaissance, sweeps, and support the US
IIT and VIII Corps S of Bastogne, Belgium, as the US 4th Armored Division
breaks the ring around the city.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO)

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Fifteenth Air Force): Around 380 B-24s and B-17s bomb
Odertal, and Blechhammer S, Germany, and Auschwitz, Poland oil refineries, a

railroad bridge at Ora and viaduct at Avisio, Italy, plus scattered targets

of opportunity; 26 P-38s bomb railroad bridge at Latisana, Italy; P-38s and

P-51s escort the bomber missions.

TACTICAL OPERATIONS (Twelfth Air Force): In Italy, good weather permits
operations in force for the first time in several days; during the night of

25/26 Dec, A-20s bomb the area between the battleline and Bologna, attack
lights, motor transport, and railroads in the Po Valley, and hit Vicenza
Airfield; during the day medium bombers concentrate on the Brenner Pass and
hit Padua, San Ambrogio di Valpolicella, Ponte di Piave, Dolce, the Pordenone
railroad bridge, and 2 dumps in the Bologna area; fighter-bombers bomb
railways, especially the Brenner line, bridges in the Po Valley, and NE

Italy, support US Fifth Army forces S of Bologna and in the Serchio River
Valley where the Germans begin a series of counterattacks, and hit shipping

at La Spezia and Genoa.

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA (POA)

AAFPOA (Seventh Air Force): 13 Guam Island-based B-24s hit Iwo Jima Island.
3 from Saipan Island fly armed reconnaissance and bomb Marcus Island. 2 B-24s
from the Mariana Islands strike Iwo Jima during the night of 26/27 Dec.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA [SWPA, Far East Air Force (FEAF)]: In the Philippine
Islands, B-24s pound Clark Field on Luzon Island; on Mindanao Island, B-25s
hit Matina Airfield, shipping in the Davao River, and bomb nearby Samal

Island; and B-24s hit Libby airfield; the 418th Night Fighter Squadron, 310th
Bombardment Wing (Medium), moves from Morotai Island to San Jose, Mindoro
Island with P-61s. On Halmahera Island, B-25s, B-24s, and fighter-bombers hit
Galela, Lolobata, and Hate Tabako. Miscellaneous attacks by other FEAF

aircraft are flown against targets in N Borneo, NE Celebes, and Halmahera
Islands. The 36th Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron, 6th Photographic
Reconnaissance Group, moves from Hollandia, New Guinea to Biak Island with
F-5s (first mission is 25 Mar 45).



