MONDAY, 25 DECEMBER 1944
CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER

CHINA THEATER (Fourteenth Air Force): 6 B-25s and 8 fighter-bombers knock
out a bridge at Wan Pa-Hsa, Burma. 22 P-51s pound a railroad ferry, damage a
tanker at Nanking, China, and hit a nearby airfield, claiming 13 aircraft

destroyed. 30+ other P-51s, P-40s, and P-38s on armed reconnaissance hit

various targets of opportunity around Yungning, Kunming, Kiungshan, and
Paoching, China; and Wanling, Man Pong, and Mong Long, Burma. The detachment
of the 426th Night Fighter Squadron, Fourteenth AF, operating from Kunming

with P-61s, returns to base at Chengtu.

INDIA-BURMA THEATER (Tenth Air Force): In Burma, 4 P-47s bomb and strafe
troop concentrations and supplies at Mabein; 8 others sweep Burma Road

stretches and strafe Lashio Airfield. Transports fly 259 sorties delivering

men and supplies to forward bases and frontline areas.

EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (ETO)

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Eighth Air Force): Mission 761: 422 bombers and 460
fighters are dispatched to hit communications centers and rail bridges W of

the Rhine River; they claim 49-7-12 Luftwaffe aircraft; 5 bombers and 9

fighters are lost:

1. 248 B-24s are sent to hit communications centers at Hallschlag (41),

Prum (40), Pelm (37), Murlenbach (33), Pronsfeld (16) and Wahlen (12);

targets of opportunity are communications centers at Budesheim (21),

Hillesheim (12), Marmegen (11), Nettersheim (10) and Mechernich (9); they
claim 3-1-3 aircraft; 4 B-24s are lost, 3 damaged beyond repair and 92

damaged; 2 airmen are KIA, 4 WIA and 40 MIA. Escorting are 144 of 156 P-51s;
they claim 6-0-1 aircraft; 3 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 2 damaged beyond
repair.

2. 174 B-17s are sent to hit railroad bridges at Ahrweiler (44) and Bad

Munster (9), the Kaiserslautern railroad (38) and the Hermeskeil Simmern
communications center and Marscheid railroad bridge (36); targets of
opportunity are railroad bridges at Bad Kreuznach (17) and Eller (11) and

other (1); they claim 0-0-1 aircraft; 1 B-17 is lost, 1 damaged beyond repair

and 36 damaged; 9 airmen are MIA. Escorting are 278 of 294 P-51s; they claim
40-6-7 aircraft; 6 P-51s are lost (pilots MIA) and 1 damaged beyond repair.

3. 10 of 10 P-51s fly a scouting missions without loss.

TACTICAL OPERATIONS (Ninth Air Force): Nearly 650 B-26, A-20s and A-26s hit
rail and road bridges, communications centers and targets of opportunity in W
Germany and the breakthrough area; fighters, including an Eighth AF group

loaned to the Ninth AF, escort the 9th Bombardment Division, fly patrols and

armed reconnaissance, and support the US III, VIII, and XII Corps along the S



battleline of the enemy salient from Echternach, Luxembourg to NW of
Neufchateau, Belgium.

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO)

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Fifteenth Air Force): 253 B-17s and B-24s hit the
Brux, Czechoslovakia synthetic oil plant and main marshalling yard at Wels,
Austria; 145 others bomb marshalling yards at Plattling and Rosswein,
Germany; and in Austria, Villach, Hall, Graz, and 2 at Innsbruck and

Innsbruck AA position and rail siding; 30+ fighters escort the Brux-Wels-
Rosswein-Plattling raids; other P-38s and P-51s fly reconnaissance escort and
cover Mediterranean Allied Tactical Air Force (MATAF) B-25s on a Yugoslav
supply run.

TACTICAL OPERATIONS (Twelfth Air Force): In Italy, clearing weather in the
Po Valley permits fighter-bombers to successfully cut numerous rail lines
running N to the Brenner Pass, and lines in the E Po Valley, destroying or
damaging several locomotives; HQ 87th Fighter Wing moves from Caserta to
Florence.

PACIFIC OCEAN AREA (POA)

AAFPOA (Seventh Air Force): 12 B-24s from Saipan Island bomb Iwo Jima
Island; B-24s from Guam and Saipan Islands continue night strikes against Iwo
Jima during the night of 25/26 Dec.

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA [SWPA, Far East Air Force (FEAF)]: B-24s, with
fighter

support, bomb Mabalacat Airfield on Luzon Island, Sasa Airfield on Mindanao
Island, and Sandakan and Jesselton Airfields in Borneo. B-25s, along with

RAAF fighter-bombers, hit the Galela area on Halmahera Island. Other B-25s

and fighter-bombers pound Mindanao and Halmahera Islands targets again during
several smaller raids throughout the day. The 110th Tactical Reconnaissance
Squadron, 71st Tactical Reconnaissance Group, based at Dulag, Leyte Island,
begins operating from San Jose, Mindoro Island with P-40s.



