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S-2 HARRATIVE REPORT

MISSION DATE: December 20, 1944
MISSION EBR. 198

TARGET: Salzburg, Austria - Main Marshalling Yard

I. CHRONOLOGY
This operation was planned for attack on Freilassing Marshalling Yard as
the primary target. In the event weather prevented visual bombing of the

primary, crews were briefed to attack the main marshalling yard at Salzburg by
synchronous PFF methods.

Thirty-one B-24 type aircraft took off at 0801-0829 bours. Two aircraft
returned early because of engine failures. Twenty-nine aircraft dropped 56 tomns
on Salzburg Main Marshalling Yard by synchronous PFF methods at 1241 hours from
23,000 -~ 25,000 feet. Bomb load was two tomns 500 1b RDX each aircraft. One-
quarter ton was Jjettisoned due to hang-up. One bomb was returned to base
because of frozen racks. Twenty-eight aircraft returned at 1542 hours. Hone
lost. One aircraft reported on telephone report as missing was later reported
at Vis.

I1. ROUTE AND ASSAULT

Rendezvous was effected with 449th Bomd Group over Manduria on course to
San Vito. The 98th and 376th Bomb Group did not take off because of weather.
The briefed route was flown to the Initial Point (Chieming - 47.54F§-12.32E) and
the target attacked on an axis of 100 degrees T.C. The formation was 45 minutes
later than briefed target time due to weather encountered enroute.

The decision to bomb Salzburg Xarshalling Yard was made when the I.P. was
found to be covered with at 10/10 undercast. The lead attack unit made the run
with boxes in trail; each of the two boxzes dropped individually on the "Nickey"
lead. The second attack unit, having only one PFF aircraft dropped as a unit on
the leader. The first box of the lead attack unit continued on course after
bombs away; the second box rallied to the right which was contrary to briefed
instructions. The second attack unit varied heading slightly left and each box
varied altitude approximately 500 feet.

Observations of friendly fighters varied from 5 to 15 P-38's in the target
area at 24,000 - 25,000 feet. Escort was not seen after rally.

A 10/10 undercast was encountered just off San Vito and persisted
throughout the entire route. A few small breaks were observed in the target
area although the target itself was obscured. The Pola area was only about 3/10
covered on the return. From Pola south very dense strata-cumulus covers the
Adriatic and South Italy.
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