HEADQUARTERS
450TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) AAF
APO-520 US ARMNY

S-2 NARRATIVE REPORT

MISSION DATE: December 18, 1944
MISSION NBR. 196

TARGET: Vienna, Austria - Florisdorf 0il Refinery

I.  CHRONOQLOGY
Thirty-six B-24 type aircraft took off at 0759-0821 hours to bomb the
Florisdorf 0il Refinery in Vienna, Austria. There was one early return.

Thirty-three aircraft dropped 66 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs at 1204 hours from
24,500 - 25,500 feet. Two jettisoned their full loads of 2 tons each between
the I.P. and the target, each of them having lost an engine. Thirty~-four
returned to the base at 1515 hours. None lost. Kone missing. One at friendly
field.

I1.  RQUIE AND ASSAULT

Rendezvous and route to the target were as briefed. At the Yugoslav coast,
there was an undercast of 4/10 with tops at 10,000 feet which developed to 10/10
as the target vicinity was approached, although there were a few clear patches
in South Austria. The I.P. of Laaben was picked up by PFF identification of St.
Polten which is 14 miles Northwest of Laaben, and the bomb run was made entirely
by PFF, the target being attack on an axis of 64 degrees. The rally was sharp
left and the return route was flown as briefed. Escort of 25-35 P-38's was
observed at 1110 hours at 26,000 feet in the Varazdin area proceeded to the
target as cover and was seen to withdrew in the same general area at 1300 hours.

I11 RESULTS
The wundercast prevented visual observation as well as photographic
coverage.

1V. ENEMY RESISTANCE
A. Eighters; Fone

B. Flak; At the target, 1t was moderate, inaccurate, and heavy.

V.  (OBOERVATIQNS

At 1130 hours at Murzzuschlag from 21,000 feet an enemy aircraft was
observed and believed to be a ME-262.

At 1100 bhours at Zagreb from 19,000 feet, 10 unidentified enemy aircraft of
different types were observed on the ground.

At 1302 hours at Zagreb from 19,000, two planes observed on airstrip.

At 1310 hours approximately 10 miles south of Zagred from 20,000 feet, an
unplotted landing strip was observed; no activity, no planes visible.

V1. CONCLUSION
A. Losses: Bone
B. Damage: One aircraft (Minor; flak)
C. Casualties: Bone
D. Victories: Norne
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