HEADQUARTERS
450TH BOMBARDMEET GROUP (H) AAF
APO-520 US ARNY

2-2 NARRATIVE REPORT

MISSION DATE: November 7, 1944
MISSIOF NBR. 170

TARGET: Brenner Pass, Italy - Railroad

I.  CHRONQLOGY

Twenty-eight B-24 type aircraft took off at 0715-0735 to bomb a section of
the Brenner Pass Railroad at 46.57§-11.25E. There were three early returns.
Twenty were over the alternate target area at 1132-1138 hours at 18,000 feet.
The primary target area was cloud covered and could not be bombed. Five
aircraft dropped 11.75 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs on Vipiteno, Italy, marshalling
yards.  Six aircraft dropped 15 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs amd twelve aircraft
dropped 34 tons of 2000 1b RDX bombs on Fortezza, Italy, marshalling yard. One
aircraft dropped 2.5 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs prematurely due to undetermined
rack malfunction. One aircraft dropped 3 tons of 2000 1b RDX bombs in attempt
to catch formation after failure to release on target. The three early returns
Jettisoned 5 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs and 3 tons of 2000 1b RDX bombs in the
Adriatic. Twenty-five aircraft returned to base at 1425 hours.

11. ROUTE AND ASSAULT

The route was flown as briefed and a run was attempted on the primary
target, but it was completely obscured. A 180 degree turn was made and bombing
was done along the rail lines at marshalling yards selected by the box leaders.
The return route was flown as briefed. Escort: 40 P-51 aircraft made
rendezvous at 1030 hours, 18,000 feet and withdrew at 1130 hours, at 18,000
feet. Veather was 8/10-10/10 undercast up to 18,000 feet, and hazy, at target;
and 6/10-8/10 up to 18,000 feet, with visibility good, enroute.

111 RESQULIS
One box hit the marshalling yards at Vipiteno, Italy, with a heavy
concentration among rolling stock causing several large explosions. Three

direct hits cut the main line. This from bomb strike photo assessment.

The second box had no photo coverage but bombed with third box at Fortezza,
Italy. Photographs from latter box show bursts across the Brenner Pass line:
direct hits apparently cutting the railroad at two places. A very large
explosion is visible on highway paralleling the railroad.

The fourth box hit 500 - 1000 feet east of marshalling yards at Fortezza,

Italy. This bombing destroyed one small building. This from bomb strike photo

assessment.

! The mission was flown as briefed to

the I1.P.. Bombing was done in individual boxes, the first two boxes carried 10
500 1b RDX bombs per ship and the last two boxes carried 3 - 2,000 1b bombs per
ship.

The first box (X-Ray 1) was led by Lt. Myers of the 720th Squadran. Due to
bad weather, briefed altitude could not be maintained so they came over the I.P.
at 18.000 feet. Checkpoints cculd be picked up, but a heavy haze prevailed
around the target so Lt. Myers called for a 360 degree turn and made a run on
the Marshalling Yard at Vipiteno. Results were excellent. A good concentration
of bombs fell in the center of the Marshalling Yard.






