HEADQUARTERS
450TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) AAF
APO-520 US ARNY

S-2 HARRATIVE REPORT

MISSION DATE: HNovember 6, 11044
NISSIOF EBR. 168

TARGET: Sarajevo, Yugoslavia - Marshalling Yard

I.  CHRONOLOGY

Twelve aircraft took off at 0915-0921 hours to attack the Ali Pasin Most
Xarshalling Yard at Sarajevo, Yugoslavia. Eleven aircraft reached the target
but were unable to bomb because of solid undercast. Ten aircraft returned bombs
to base at 1415 hours. One aircraft jettisoned bombs in Adriatic and returned
to base at 1050 hours. Humber four engine caught fire and was extinguished and
the engine feathered. FNumber One engine developed a bad oil leak and it aleo
bad to be feathered. The aircraft was losing altitude rapidly and landed down-
wind upon arrival at home base. The aircraft aoverran the runway and crashed on
the opposite side of the Manduria Highway. One other aircraft was hit by flak
at the target and is missing. Vhen last seen it was headed for the coast in no
apparent danger.

II. ROUTE AND ASSAULT

Rendezvoused with 449th, 376th and 98th Bomb Groups at San Vito, on course
to Keypoint. The briefed route was flown to the target. Finding a solid
undercast covering the target area the leader directed that the formation circle
outside the flak range to await a possible clearing in the undercast. After a
period of 38 minutes had elapsed without favorable developments the decision was
made to return to base. One aircraft was picked off the tail of the formation
by flak when it cut short over the target area. Enroute 2/10 scattered cumulus
was encountered. The solid undercast began to develop just inside the coast and
built up to 10/10 over the target and 10 -15 miles east. Five P-38's were

observed at 1145 hours at 20,000 feet and disappeared from sight shortly after
the first observation was made.

IIT RESULIS
¥o bombs were dropped on the target due to solid undercast.

IV. ENEMY RESISTANCE

A. Eighters; FNone

B. Elak; Flak at the target was moderate, inaccurate, heavy type. The
fact that one aircraft was hit does not indicate that the flak should be
classified accurate as the aircraft ran into the flak which was well off course.

V. QBSERVATIONS

None

V1. CASUALTIES
One aircraft reported damaged by flak and is missing.

VII. ELIGHT LEADERS:

ummmmmmxmmwmmmx
Stevens Myers Chittero Lewis Miller Rudman






