HEADQUARTERS
45CTH BOMEARDMENT GROUP (H) AAF
APO-520 US ARMY

MISSION DATE: April 25, 104%
MISSIOK NBR. 273
TARGET: Linz, Austria - Main Marshalling Yard (Forth).

I. CHRONOZOGY
The plan for the day'e operation directed all Wings to exploy normal effort
a@gainst the concentration of relling stock in the Linz Communication Center.

Thirty-two B-24 type aircraft took off st 0800-0S18 hours. There Were no
early returns.  Twenty-four aircraft dropped 47 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs orn the
primary target st 124& hours froo 24,500 - 26,000'. Eight aircraft found the
primary smoke obscured ani dropped 16 tons on the first alternate (Weis Station
Yard  at 13i% hours from 24,000 . Thirty-one aircraft returned to base at 1545
hours. One aircraft landed at a friendly field.
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B. Flak; The flak experienced averaged four minutes of Intense, Accurate,

Heavy flak by the three squadrors bombing the primary target. A predicted
concentration was put up over the target area on the approach of the lead
squacron and continued until the last squadron cleared. Twenty-one aircraft re-
celveld minor flak damage. Most deamage was received prior to bombs away.
Interrogation disclosed that many of the bursts were much smaller than the normal
Sfmz shell.  Shell fragmen-ws Frezented at interrogation are believed to be from
incendiary type pellets. The plecesz which penetrated the aircraft fuse-lage were
reported to burst with a white flash and imrpediately lost velocity. No flak was
reported at the alternate target.

Gt Tor Fa— Bomh ALt Avics Fiak Exn. LQst Severe Dam Q}jgbf Lam

7z 1245 25,500 138 I & H 0 0 &

72z 1248 29,000 140 I A H 0 0 7

Tzl 1248 24,500 140 I AH 0 0 8

725 1314 24/24,500 160 None at Alternate

V.

All mair lines and emall marshalling yards north and east of Linz were
repcrted to be unuswally active and loaded with rolling stock.

An effective smoke screen was reported at the primary. Wind was favorable
and forced the smoke east ané south way from the targat.

At 1z4% hours on the bomb run at 25,500' and esircraft resembling a ME-262
tlew abreast of the formation at the same altitude, diving beneath the lead
squadron just before the first flak bursts were observed.

VI. LLUSTION
A, Losses: N¥one
B. Damage: 21 aircraft received minor flalk damage.
C. Casualties: 1 crew injury (slight)
D. Victeories: None
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