BEADQUARTERS
450TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) AAF
APO-520 US ARMY

S-2 NARRATIVE REPORT

MISSION DATE: February 28, 1945
MISSIOF EBR. 231
TARGET: Isarco/Albes, Italy - Railroad Bridge

I. CHRONQLOGY

Fifteen B-24 type aircraft (Red Force) took off at 0916-0923 hours to bomb
Isarco/Albes Railroad Bridge and one aircraft returned early. Eighteen B-24
type aircraft (Blue Force took off at 0930-0933 hours to bomb the same target.
Red Force bombed as follows: Thirteen aircraft dropped 28 tons of 1000 1b RDX
bombs on the primary target at 1315 hours from 24,000 feet. One aircraft turned
off the bomb run with one engine burning, is now missing, and 2.5 tons of bombs
are not accounted for. Une aircraft returned 2.5 tons to base in making an
early return with one engine inoperative. Three aircraft jettisoned 1.5 tons,
or .5 tons each, in the Adriatic; one aircraft because of excessive power needed
during penetration, and two aircraft because bombs did not release over the
target. EBlue Force bombed as follows: seventeen aircraft dropped 40.5 tons of
1000 1b RDX bombs on the primary target at 1338 hours from 25,000 feet. One
aircraft turned off at the initial point and later crash landed 20 miles south
of Rimipni and 2.5 tons of bombs are not accounted for. Red Farce returned
thirteen aircraft to base at 1559 hours, and Blue Force seventeen aircraft at
1622 hours. One aircraft lost: crash-landed 20 miles South of Rimini, causing
injury of unreported severity to two crew members. One aircraft 1is mssing.
None at friendly fields.

IT. RQUTE AND ASSAULT

The rendezvous and route were flown as briefed by both forces. Each force
was comprised of two squadrons and all squadrons bombed by visual method. The
fourth squadron executed a 360 degree turm to the right to permit smoke to clear
from the target and then attacked on briefed axis. Route and target weather
were as briefed. As general cover, 12-20 P-51 aircraft were observed at 1215
hours at target, and 7 P-51 aircraft at 1303 hours in Udine area.

ITI. RESULTS

Bomb strike photo assessment shows:

Red Force:
First Sq: an excellent concentration across the bridge with
several direct bhits.
Second Sq: dropped into smoke, but vertical photos show some
hits on northern approach to the bridge.

Blue Force:
Third Sq: a good concentration slightly to the right scoring
saveral direct hits.
Fourth Sq: a heavy concentration on the bridge with several
direct hits.






