HEADQUARTERS
450TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) AAF
APO-520 US ARNMY

S-2 NARRATIVE REPORT

MISSION DATE: February 24, 1945
XISSION NBR. 228

TARGET: Verona/Porto Nuovo, Italy - Main Railway Station

1. CHRONQLOGY

Twenty-eight B-24 type aircraft took off at 0945-0959 to bomb the
Yeropa/Porto Nuovo Maip Railway Station, One aircraft returned early. Twenty-
seven aircraft dropped 53 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs on the primary target at
1410-1421 hours from 24,000 - 25,000 feet altitude. One aircraft jettisoned 2
tons of bombs in the Adriatic, when making an early return with one engine
inoperative.  Twenty-four aircraft returned to base at 1642 hours. None lost.
None missing. 3 aircraft landed at friendly fields: one of which has since
returned to base.

II. ROQUTE AND ASSAULT

Rendezvous was made over Tisteno (42.558-16.40E) at 1146 hours and course
was flown to initial point, Schin (45.43§-11.21E), as briefed. From that point
the planned axis 223 degrees T. The target was bombed visually on headings of
180 degrees, 225 degrees, 250 degrees and 310 degrees by the four squadrons.
The rally off the target was to the left and the course was flown as briefed on
withdrawal. 15-20 P-51 aircraft rendezvoused as escort at 1320 hours, 24, 000,
at (46.178-13.54E) and 10 P-51 aircraft withdrew at 1430 hours, 18,000 at
(45. 098-10. 42E>. At the target weather was 2/10 cumulus at 20,000 feet with
visibility restricted to 8 miles by haze.

IT1. RESULIS

Bomb strike photos show:

1st squadron scored 15 hits on target with several bombs 2,000 feet SE of
target on small industrial buildings.

The three other squadrons put heavy concentrations on the target causing
fires and explosionms.

IV. ENEMY RESISTANCE
A. Fighters; FNone

B. FElak; Moderate, accurate, heavy at target. Slight, accurate, heavy,

from S, Benedetto a Po (45.03N-10.55E).

V. (QBSERVATIONS
Kone
VI. CONCLUSION
A. Losses: None
B. Damage: From flak: 8 aircraft sustained minor damage.
C. Casualties: One officer died from lack of OXygen. -
D. Victories: Norne
E. Radar Observations and Report: Vas used effectively as navigational

aid. On bombing run the target was lined up for bombardier until latter could
pick it up visually; visibility being restricted by bhaze. One other radar
aircraft landed at friendly field and radar operation is not reported.



