BEADQUARTERS
450TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) AAF
APD-520 US ARNMY
S-2 NARRATIVE REPORT

MISSION DATE: February 22, 1945
MISSION ¥BR. 226
TARGET: Rosenheim and Grafing, Germany - Marshalling Yards

I.  CHRONOLOGY

Thirty-three B-24 type aircraft took off at 0700-0720 hours to attack
marshalling yards at Rosenheim and Grafing, Germany. Adverse weather conditions
throughout southern Germany caused the Group formation to break up and prevented
three Squadrons from reaching their primary objectives. Six aircraft of one
squadron dropped 11.5 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs on the Rosenheim West Marshalling
Yard at 1230 hours from 20,000 feet. Two other squadrons were able to drop
visually on targets of opportunity while the fourth jettisoned because they were
unalbe to find a suitable target through the undercast. Eight aircraft dropped
15 tons on a double track railroad 5 miles SV of Lienz (46.47§-12.40E) at 1222
bhours from 21,000 ft. ©Fine aircraft dropped 17 tons on a marshalling yard at
Piesendorf (47.18F-12.42E) at 1200 hours from 15,000 ft. Eight otbers
Jettisoned 15.5 tons in the mountains at 46.45§-12.35E. One aircraft jettisoned
2 tons in the vicinity of the I.P. <(Kufstein, 47.35§-12.11E) in order to
maintain formation position. One aircraf: returned 2 tons to base. Thirty-
three aircraft returned tc base between 1455 and 1523 hours. HNone lost. Kone
missing. KNone at friendly fields.

I1. RQUIE AND ASSAULT

Rendezvous was executed as planned and briefed course flown to Keypoint
thence over the mountains. As the formation cleared the northern slop of the
Llps a wall of thin cirro stratus was encountered. Visibility was limited to
approximately 5 miles and the haze extended above the formation altitude of
15,000 ft. In attempting to go through the squadrons became separated and only
one reached the primary target. Briefed alternates were any communication
target in Southern Germary or Austria. Finding the primary obscured three
squadrons circled the general area in an attempt to discover a target through
the undercast. One squadron found a break in the vicinity of Lienz and dropped
visually on the rail line. One other squadron discovered the Piesendorf
Marshalling Yard partially clear and dropped visually. A third squadron failed
to locate a target of opportuntiy and jettisoned in the mountains. The squadron
dropping on the primary made two 360's after climbing to 20,000 ft. above the
undercast and dropped by PFF on the third run. No escort was specifically
designated for the 47th Ving. However, interrogation disclosed that 10-15 P-
38's and scattered P-51's were in the area of the primary I.P. and target at
1120 hours and remeined there when the formations departed.






