HEADQUARTERS
450TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) AAF
APO-520 US ARNMY

S-2 NARRATIVE REPORT

MISSION DATE: February 14, 1945
KISSION NBR. 218

TARGET: Zagreb, Yugoslavia - East Marshalling Yard

I.  CHRONQLOGY

Eighteen B-24 type aircraft took off at 1131-1209 hours to attack trackage
and rolling stock in the East ¥arshalling Yard at Zagreb, Yugoslavia. Two
aircraft returned early due to engine failures. Sixteen aircraft were over the
target at 1505-1530 bhours. Fifteen of the aircraft over the target dropped
29.25 toms of 500 1b RDX bomdbs from 24,500 - 25,000 feet. One aircraft
Jettisoned 2 tons between the Initial Point and Target when one bomb (.25 tons)
was released accidentally from the lead plane. 3.5 tons were jettisoned in the
Adriatic by the two aircraft returning early. Sixteen aircraft landed at base
between 1715-1740 hours. None lost. None missing. None at friendly fields.

I1. ROUTE AND ASSAULT

Two boxes rendezvoused with 449th Bomb Group over Manduria on course to San
Vito as briefed and proceeded to I.P. (Ozalj, 45.37N~15.28E) on briefed course.
5/10 - 10/10 undercast prevailed throughout the route until the I.P. was
reached. CAVU conditions were experienced on the bombrun and over the target.
The run was made with boxes in trail on an axis of 60 degrees T. The lead box
failed to drop on the initial bombrun and executed a 360 degree turn to attack
on an axls of 35 degrees T. Bombs were dropped visually by both boxes. A sharp
right rally was executed to Kravarsko (45.36%-16.04E) thence to base. There was
no escort.

I11 RESULIS

Visual results were confirmed by photo coverage. The first box dropping
(X-2) scored several direct hits on the briefed AP and among the rolling stock
in the yard. The box executing a second run dropped slightly over the
marshalling yard. Photos show a heavy concentration of hits on the buildings
adjacent to the marshalling yard on the North side.

IV. ENEMY RESISTANCE

A. Fighters; There were no encounters. Four twin-engine aircraft
identified as possible ME-110's were observed at 1445 hours from 25,000 feet at
45.20F-15.20E. Followed formation to target flying Jjust above clouds at

approximately 7000 feet.

B. FElak; Both boxes experienced moderate, inaccurate flak on the initial
run. Time in flak averaged three minutes. The heaviest concentration of bursts
appeared low and right. Scattered bursts were level and increasing in accuracy
on the rally. The box making a second run experienced Moderate to Intense,
Accurate flak approximately three minutes before the bomb release point and
continuing for one minute on the rally. Six aircraft received minor damage. Ko
route flak was encountered.

V. CORCLUSION
A. Losses: KNore
B. Damage: 6 eircraft (Minor)
C. Casualties: None
D. Victories: None



