HEADQUARTERS
450TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) AAF
APO-520 US ARNY

S-2 HARRATIVE REPQORT

MISSION DATE: February 13, 1945
XISSIOF EBR. 216
TARGET: Vienna, Austria - Southeast Goods Depot

I. CHRONQLOGY

Eighteen B-24 type aircraft took off at 0845-0856 hours to attack the SE
Goods Depot, Vienna, Austria. One aircraft turned back at 44.50§-15.13E at 1147
hours because of engine failure. Seventeen aircraft were over the target at
1300 hours. Sixteen aircraft dropped 30.5 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs from 25,000
~- 25,500 feet. One aircraft jettisoned 2 tons two minutes before the target due
to an accidental release. The aircraft returning early jettisoned 2 tons in the
Adriatic at 43.45F-15.20E. 2 bombs (.5 ton) were Jettisoned in Adriatic by one
aircraft in order to keep up with formation. Seventeen aircraft returned to
base at 1545 hours. VNone lost, none missing, none are friendly fields.

I1. ROUTE AND ASSAULT

Due to local weather conditions Group assembly was executed at remote
assembly point (Pelagosa). Rendezvous with other groups was effected at remote
assembly point on course to Key Point at 1027 hours at 12,000 feet. Briefed
route was flown to I.P. The Group ahead overran I.P. approximately 5 miles. 1In
order to avoid a collision course on the bombrun the 450th followed and turmed
on the target on a bheading of 110 degrees T.C. Considerable drift was
experienced on this heading and the course was known to be slightly right at the
bomb release point. A sharp right rally was executed to avoid flak to the KNE
and the prescribed course flown to base. Constant drift caused slight deviation
enroute to base and the formation passed over Nagykanizsa (46.278-16.59E) at
which point intense, accurate flak was experienced and several ships holed.
Escort of 25-35 P-b51's contacted the formation at 46.00§-14.50E at 1155 hours
and provided penetration, target and withdrawal cover to Nagykanizsa where they
departed at 1330 hours. The escort was at varying levels when initial contact
was made ranging from 20,000 - 25,000 feet. About one minute before bombs away
a number of P-51's flew directly below the formation. It is not know whether
these were a part of the Ving escort. Veather enroute was generally 5/10
scattered cumulus with average tops at 6000 feet. Density decreased to
approximately 3/10 at target with unlimited ceiling. Haze in the target area
contributed a further obstacle to visual conditions.

ITI RESULIS

The bombrun was executed by boxes in trail, each box dropping individually.
The lead box found the target smoke obscured and dropped by off-set method.
Vertical photos show bombs hitting in built-up area 1600 feet south of the SE
Goods Depot. '

The second box dropped by synchronous PFF method. Bombs fell long, hitting
approximately 2000 feet west of the VWinterhofen 0il Storage.






