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HEADQUARTERS
450TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) AAF
APO-520 US ARNMY

S-2 NARRATIVE REPORT

MISSION DATE: February 7, 1945
MISSIOF NBR. 213

TARGET: Vienna, Austria - Moosbierbaum 0il Refinery

I. CHRONOLOGY

Twenty B-24 type aircraft (Red Force) took off at 0745-0812. Twenty
aircraft dropped 39 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs on the target at 1241 from 24,000 -
24,500 feet. Twenty B-24 type aircraft (Blue Force) took off at 0931-0047.

Sixteen aircraft dropped 31 tons of 500 1b RDX bombe on the target at 1424-1432
from 23,500 - 24,500 feet. One aircraft dropped 2 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs on
rail line, as target of opportunity, near Kaumberg, Austria <(48.02N-15.54E),
One aircraft got off late and returned 2 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs to base, in
making an early return, when unable to catch formation. Two aircraft jettisoned
4 tons of 500 1b RDX bombs at (40.05K-17.30E) and (40.17§-16.30E) in making
early returns due to engine failures. Thirty-three aircraft of the two forces
returned to base at 1535 and 1656 hours. Five aircraft landed at friendly
fields. Three of these aircraft have since returned to base. One aircraft
crashed just south of the field after the crew bailed out. Two crew members
were killed when chutes failed to open. One aircraft is missing. Two aircraft
still at friendly fields.

IT. RQUTE AHND ASSAULT

Rendezvous and route were flown as briefed by both forces and the target
was attacked by PFF (1 Box) and visual method, (3 Boxes) on an axis of 149
degrees. Bombing was accomplished by boxes of 10 aircraft each. A right rally
was effected by all aircraft and the route to base was flown as briefed., 20 Pp-
51 aircraft made rendezvous with Red Farce at 1120 hours, at (47.10K-14.40E),
22,000 feet, and withdrew at 1330 hours, at (44 .558-15.39E), 20,000 feet.
Twenty-four P-38 and 20 P-51 aircraft made rendezvous with Blue Faorce at 1320
bours, at (45.45K-15. 05E), 22,000 feet, and withdrew at 1445 hours, at 48.19N-
15.56E), 21,000 feet. Route weather was generally clear over land, but 6/10 tg

10/10 cloud cover over Adriatic up to 15,000 feet. Veather at the target was
CAVU.

11T RESULTS

The lead box of Red Force found the target obscured by smoke and made a PFF
run.  Bomb strike photos show bombs bursting in the town of Transdorf 10,000
feet SV of target.

Three boxes made visual rumns and bomb strike photos show bursts in the
barracks area adjacent to the west side of the target, and also bursts in the KE
section of the refinery possibly scoring a hit on the new distillation unit.

Calculations indicate one box concentrated bombs across the north edge of the
target.
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